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Lesson Three
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How to Identify the Church — Identify the Pattern
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The Most Important Identifier of the Church is the
Pattern of Teaching that Leads to Salvation.

0590 d0dsmo 6:17-18

Romans 6:17-18
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But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the
heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set
free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
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Paul is thankful that the Roman church obeyed the standard of teaching — the message of
God’s Word and that by doing so they were freed from sin.
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93 qLosL.
Acts 2:22-24,37-47 — Men of Israel, hear these words... added to the church.
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“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as
you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan

and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
recetve the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for
all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 4 And with many
other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from
this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous

hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.
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Apply the Pattern (Acts 2)
*  439¢5d 9MM0 S 03039 993YMd069d5 doomm
e All heard the same message
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e All believed the same way

* 439059 gMmbs0Ms M3SLbs

e All responded the same way

*  439e5d 9MHMO S 03039 JooMM

e All received the same thing

* 439w JOMLS s 035391 539NJOOS

e All did the same thing

* 439 3gMHmA> 5TBS 93egLOSL

e All were added by God to the church

LFogegdol 0go39g bodwxmdo 0fj393L blbsl 3s80bsg s sbamys.
The same pattern of teaching leads to salvation then as it does now.

2 39049 1:3

2 Peter 1:3
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His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,

2 3odmog 1:13

2 Timothy 1:13
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Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus.

3ombggdo:

Questions:

M3ls 300gdm 3000567

What do we receive from God?

OaMO?

How?

65 3mygmo 59 (3mebals?

What are we to do with these words of knowledge?

396> Imy3:35 60dMTo s gl sHOL oL, HMAMMOE ToU LOL, 3oEbMm3MM™ S 3ogmm
OMAMO3 9309LOos.

God has given us the pattern and that pattern is the way He wants us to live and be as a church.

93eglools fobsbggbmdobsgom®mo dmbgds
The Pre-Denominational Nature of the Church
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The church was established hundreds of years before denominations were even created or
thought of.
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*Denomination: A branch of something or a part of a whole. The word is never in the Bible,
nor is it a concept that can be supported. Yet almost every modern-day church is part of a
denomination — Baptist, Lutheran, Catholic, etc. Yet there are no groups in the Christian
religion. It is only stated as the church. The Bible does not support the idea of branching out
and doing something different than what the original church did.
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Ephesians 4:1-7 — denomination doesn’t fit this passage otherwise it is dividing the ones.
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, etc. See bolded words.
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I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There
is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your
call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ¢ one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of
Christ's gift.

*@pagbs - dgm0ol bsdysmm
*Faith — Word of God
*Ubgeemo - 92079605 (3505GB9bocro bserbo)
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*Body — the church (people who are saved)

300356090 93eglios sb.§ 33 - sdxMAbmdgmo ogm oglim ogMmliseoddo
Original Church 33AD — Originator was Jesus in Jerusalem

93%9b09d0 d90gdb9b dmyz0569000:
Churches created later:
5b.§ 350 3500m03mMo - Gmdo
350 AD Catholic - Rome
5b.§ 1054 8560708500930 - 306LE96EH0bM3Mmeo
1054 AD Orthodox - Turkey
9b.§ 1517 36:m@H LGB G0 M9amOTS3E0s
1517 Protestant Reformation
35O E0b MMM - M Msbmds - 390360
Martin Luther — Lutheran - Germany
9960 LodmbLo - Igbmbo@o - 390356M0s (1525)
Menno Simons — Mennonite — Switzerland (1525)
X b LdoGo - 833E0Bdo - 0byobo (1609)
John Smyth — Baptist — England (1609)
X b 35003060 5 ¥Mb 36mJuo - 3OgLdOEHYH06MdS
John Calvin and John Knox — Presbyterian
X b 390 - 3g0mEoBTo - 0byeroblo
John Wesley — Methodist - England
XMb9x LIoEo - IMOIMBOBIo - 533 (1823)
Joseph Smith — Mormon — USA (1823)

B39b gosMbgboo 35000 s 30469d0m, B3 039390000 353 9MBL. oliobo, 3063 96 Jobigz9b
608m38L, 56 8039399056 IGOHPL s VIJOHMOL oYM 56 M5B HV0MYOMBO, HMYMM 3 dobo.

We are saved and kept saved as we follow the pattern. Those who do not follow the pattern are
not following God and are not recognized by God as his.

8593900 ©gbmdobsgools dglisbgd
Facts about denominations
*  5M500dOMMO 3639330
e Not a Biblical concept
®  000OMMO 36M939096GHOL 25693y
e Without Biblical precedent
* 390 50093L 989LYI ™S 4:3 J0DBIBL - 396 065MBMBIOL 9BIIMDSL FTZ0EMOOL 353800l
99939md00m.
e Fails to achieve the goal of Ephesians 4:3 — fails to keep unity through the bond of peace
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HMIJ@DOE MBI0 ©d53HJOL 25MBIBoEgOL.
They are not the “pre-denominational” (before denominations) church of the New Testament
to which the Lord adds the saved.

0v9 B396 830350 56 33000 Md™ 30393907 60dmAL, B3gb 56 356 93w glool bsfowro.
If we are not constantly striving to follow the pattern, we are not the church.

slg ™I 5630bogmm 30dE00Eb
So consider from the Bible

ol LoboMgds 16:16-18

Matthew 16:16-18
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@3 bobberds, s6sdggo 0sdshgdds, (eadgcmog 3580s. 18993 892986980 d9b: dgbs bstr 39959 @5 59

3¢9 b9 53589698 BgAl 9209b05L 5 Osb 396 399396 K2 269000b 8 39b0.

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

0590005 3085600 16:16

Romans 16:16

3000006900 9650093569000 HToS 50d2H00. J23000635L 300207000 JHOUAIL g39¢7s 93¢79U05.
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

3oombgs:
Question:

306 ©5583mdbs 93¢glos s 3oL 93360l 0g0?
Who started the church and who owns it?

@035l Lobotgds 24:47
Luke 24:47
@3 dobo bsbgerood 6545038900 w960s ogeals Jeabsb09bs 32035005 FobsHI2IBC 5 Y3987

bserbdo, o0gmoliserodosb deycrcrgdeycemo.
and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

dmgodrmos bogdg 2:1-5,14
Acts 2:1-5,14
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When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there
came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of
them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven.

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words.

Joombgs:

Question:

15056 sofiym?

Where was it to start and where did it start?

395005690 0U, LS 995505 M9Y3z5bL L3gdm. MMM gdmbgggzs?
Compare that with where you currently worship. How does it match up?

00005 F0bslifoMag@y3zgegdl, MHmd 353900 F98356M0EgdsL JosdHm3gdgb s 3oBbgdmms
sbogo Gfjdgbs s 93emgliogdo
The Bible Predicts that Men Would Leave the Truth
and New Beliefs and Churches Would Arise

dm30gdoms lisgdg 20:28-30 - 35309 9LdMYdS 93glool »b3gLgdL

Acts 20:28-30 — Paul speaking to the church elders

283529%3600b0cr00 039396b 033L55 ©5 029396 bsAfyberbsg, Grdemol §90935¢79 109053
bperopiosd ogoggbsm, Gsoms dfygdbs3g0 3000 93¢9b03b, Hdoeros 9sb bsgeosto
bobberoor d90dobs. 2930650056 J9 300, Hd B9do pisbizemol 890095 d9dego3s6:098056

290028900 9301900, G2dcm9803 56 506896 bsdfybeal. 30 s 093963505¢ 5©FHO0S6
396900, GI980¢ 329D 0C535(0539096, G300 J2[fs%39900 35S030MHMb.

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know
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that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw
away the disciples after them.

1 &odmogls I0dsOro 4:1-5

1 Timothy 4:1-5

1be2¢v 2 bgemo 35633393000 s9828b, Hd 935650 369¢7 ©0998d0 g 0960980 3560898056
OpG9bolbsgsb, 313099896 s bryergdl s 99053008 Jdm399898b, 20035¢7000s55028000
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3009¢79896 05309253905 U3339600L35856, 28960085 28 897065, (5025 5¢00¢09(98000 F3502b
F909056509900L dapF699805 s Gprc0b9980s. 450650056 3000l 35Bgbocmo 39039
39305 5 SMIRIH0S )3OUSYMR0, 0] Bs0r09H9800 046985 Jo981¢0, 5030856 0pTo©IS

300U bohy3000 ©s crmE300.
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting

themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars
whose consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that
God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the

truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received
with thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.

300bggdo:

Questions:

(5D SBOHMHBOWYd©S 353Y?

What did Paul warn about?

M3l 53dMBL 353¢0g, MM gl baewbog Mdgbols 1ogL?

What does Paul say these people are devoting themselves too?

9b 5058056900, OHMAYdO3 56 F039390056 IIOML s SBH3E0sb boerbl Bbgs Modgl ot
0905, GLYE BOBWYS SBHO3OL, 5GS ABMEMO 3YD0B, 5(539E 503 gd9b bogwbls Mfdgbols
90@™3905L, Lo3s09MHME 9d3690056/00394390056 ©YIMBJAL S M9 yergdo.

These people who don’t follow God and teach people other things besides what the Bible
teaches are not only wrong, but causing people to leave the faith, are devoting/following
demons instead, and are wolves.

MMM ©s30)dxbrpgom HMA gls 09396 56 ©Es985MNYdS0?
How can we be sure this doesn’t happen to you?

51336
Conclusion

M5 560U 93glios?
What is the church?
6o 56Ol dobo bLyoIbEGH0B03s30M b0dbgdO?
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What are its identifying marks?

e 9L boEbos, S MO F9bMdYBO. gl sGOL boewbo, HMIgeros 93360l Moz5 JOMOLEIL.

e Itis people, not buildings. It is people that belong to Christ Himself.

e 50 boerbds 3Mbero dmo®o3s 39939 0gbmL [obsdg bsmermdobsl dolo semddol
30619400l ©O33000.

e These people have bowed the knee to King Jesus by obeying the terms of His Covenant
in baptism.

* 9L bsEbo MVRIOL 99O Yd0s. IGOMAS OLOBO I5T5ES OGLML 589690 939w LOSL.

e These people didn’t join anything. God added them to the church that Jesus built.

* 5053056900, ®MIgms 009G6EHO0TO30MGdS TgbodegdgEos. bbgs 50s805690L go9deosm
59 558056900l 0 Y6EHOBOEFOMYDS, OHMYMEE Bom, 3063 gb 39539mM9L s J9BsYMAgL 0dols
3615943035, M3 Lolosdm3bms dgi39 0gbmbiG30b.

e People who can be identified. Other people can identify these people as those who have
done this and continue to practice that which is pleasing to King Jesus.

e 0b0bo V3Ol oIMBIBOWO boebos. 3065006 B396 Tga30de0s 53 owsMbgbowo
5058056900 53m3bMdY, B39b 339deg35 Lodmogds 5dM30336M” Ws3SMYMWO
50058056900, M53 L5FOEOIL 3353¢93L 493580 dJ M 0gLML Bogddosbmds gsdofaby
5395010l d0gosLs o A5MBYBsTO.

e They are saved people of God. Since we can identify these saved people, we are then

enabled to identify lost people, which enables us to continue Jesus’ work on earth of
seeking and saving the lost.

30Lm96 33300 Yds M5Y3560L(39957 3063 WIGHPTS 5PV0MS, IMToES ol O J5TMIZE0bS
39050960 gd0. JMHOLEHIL 35¢SMASW0O.

Who do we need to worship with? The ones recognized by God, added to him, and identified as
saved. The bride of Christ.

30L056 9O 56 MBS 390993956 ™M? 0liobo, 30633 WIJMHMTS 56 50MS, OLOBO, 3063 SO
0599535 96 56 ©5Y0bS, HMYMOF 250MBIBO0. 3063 56 5GOL OgLMUL 35ESMTIWO O 3G
56ob dobo.

Who do should we not worship with? Those not recognized by God, those not added or
identified as saved. Those who are not Jesus’ bride and not his.

3950030690 93 qLooL 5BLMEYEJOOL LS. HMAMOF 14396 TM30JOWIE Loz mdm
SboE 500gddb.

Make a list of absolutes for the church. As you study through the New Testament on your own.
306 5M0ol 53BHMO0GgEH0?

Who is the authority?
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OMAMO 25379BOMLOEEY 53EHMO0GIEL?

How do I heed the authority?

65 560U 93eglool sdLMEE9d0?

What are the absolutes of the church?

&obo 96 LHodIL S 365gdGH035d0 0gmb §3eglos, MMIgEoE JMHoLET s53™?
What must the church believe and practice to be the church that Christ built?
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